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YUKON

• Total Population: 38,459

• Indigenous Peoples: 23%

NUNAVUT

• Total Population: 37,996

• Indigenous Peoples: 86%

NUNATSIAVUT

• Total Population: 2,560
• Indigenous Peoples: 90%

NORTHWEST 

TERRITORIES

• Total Population: 44.,520

• Indigenous Peoples: 51% NUNAVIK

• Total Population: 13,683

• Indigenous Peoples: 90%

Canada’s North is home to over 130,000 Canadians and 

is 40% of Canada’s land mass.



Priority Areas

• Strong Arctic people and 
communities

• Arctic science and Indigenous 
knowledge

• Protecting the environment and 
preserving Arctic biodiversity

• Strong, sustainable and 
diversified Arctic economies

• Comprehensive Arctic 
infrastructure

• Safety, security and defence

• Global Arctic leadership

Arctic & Northern Policy Framework
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Canada’s Icebreaking Needs

GREAT LAKES
 2 icebreakers 

Source: CIS 

Daily Regional 

Ice Charts

WESTERN ARCTIC
 1 icebreaker 

EAST COAST & GULF
 5 icebreakers 

EASTERN ARCTIC
 5 icebreakers 

ST. LAWRENCE, 

SAGUENAY & 

ESTUARY
 7 icebreakers 



Canada’s Current Icebreaking Fleet

Heavy Icebreakers

CCGS Louis S. St-Laurent

CCGS Terry Fox

Medium Icebreakers

CCGS Amundsen 

(dedicated to Science in the 

summer in the Arctic)

CCGS Captain Molly Kool

CCGS Des Groseilliers

CCGS Henry Larsen

CCGS Pierre Radisson

Air Cushioned Vehicles

CCGS Mamilossa

CCGS Sipu Muin

Light Icebreakers

High Endurance Multi-Tasked 

Vessels

CCGS Ann Harvey

CCGS Edward Cornwallis

CCGS Georges R. Pearkes

CCGS Griffon

CCGS Martha L. Black

CCGS Sir Wilfrid Laurier

CCGS Sir William Alexander

Medium Endurance Multi-

Tasked Vessels

CCGS Earl Grey

CCGS Samuel Risley

Photo Credit: Wikipedia Creative Commons



The National Shipbuilding Strategy

Illustrative drawing of a polar icebreaker planned to be built at Seaspan’s Vancouver Shipyards 

Co. Ltd. to enhance on-water capability in the Arctic year-round.
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Arctic Activities Are Increasing

Total kilometres traveled annually by all vessel 

types in the Canadian Arctic 1990-2015

Source: uOttawa Environment, Society, and Policy Group (www.espg.ca)



Safer Navigation in Canada’s Waters



Safer Resupply in Arctic Communities

Approximately 95% of goods in the North are carried by ships, including the 

majority of natural resources leaving the Arctic, as well as the re-supply of 

essential goods to northern communities. Arctic shipping is challenged by 

remoteness, ice conditions, and scarce marine infrastructure.

Photo Credit: Brand Canada Library



Proactive monitoring and response 
capacity on water with the objectives of:

• 24/7 Emergency response capacity

• Canadian Coast Guard to take 

command in marine emergencies

• Increase Canadian Coast Guard 

towing capacity

• Modern response equipment

• New logistics depot

• Increase on-scene environmental 

response

• Expand duties and training of the 

Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary

• Increase search and rescue 

capacity
Photo Credit: Wikipedia Creative Commons



The Future of the Canadian Arctic

Canada will invest $1.5 billion to keep Canadian waters and coasts 

safe and clean for today's use and for future generations.
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